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NEHEP Beginnings 

"Eye diseases pose an enormous threat to our 
citizens.  Many who are at increased risk of 

blindness from these diseases do not know that 
there are precautionary measures they should take 

to help save their sight.” 

—1988 U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee 
Report 

 

 



 

NEHEP Goal 

To ensure that vision is a public health priority 
through the translation of eye and vision research 
into public and professional education programs. 



NEHEP Structure 

National 
Eye Health 
Education 
Program 

National Eye 
Institute 

Planning 
Committee 

17 members 

NEHEP 
Partnership 

64 
organizations 



NEHEP Partnership 



Five-Year Agenda 
2006–2011 



Five-Year Agenda 
2013–2017 
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Diabetic Eye Disease Education Program 

Designed to increase awareness 
about diabetic eye disease 
among people with diabetes, 
particularly those at higher risk 
and health professionals who 
work with them.  

Key program messages: 
People with diabetes need a 
comprehensive dilated eye 
exam at least once a year. 
Early detection, timely 
treatment, and appropriate 
followup may prevent vision 
loss or blindness. 
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Glaucoma Education Program 
Designed to increase awareness 
about glaucoma among people at 
higher risk, their families and 
friends, and health professionals. 

Key program messages: 
Glaucoma has no warning 
signs. 
Left untreated, glaucoma can 
lead to permanent vision loss 
or blindness. 
People at higher risk should 
have a comprehensive dilated 
eye exam every one to two 
years. 
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Low Vision Education Program  
Designed to create awareness among 
adults, their family and friends, and the 
general public about low vision and vision 
rehabilitation services.  

Key program messages:  
If you have low vision, you can make 
the most of your remaining sight.  
Vision rehabilitation can help you 
maintain independence. 
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Vision and Aging Program  

Designed to educate older adults about eye 
health, age-related eye diseases and 
conditions, and ways to protect their vision as 
they age.  

Key program messages: 
Some vision changes are normal as you 
age. Blindness is not.  
Age-related eye diseases often have no 
early warning signs.  
Early detection and treatment may prevent 
vision loss or blindness. 
Everyone age 50 and older should have a 
comprehensive dilated eye exam. 
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¡Ojo Con Su Visión! Program 
Designed to promote eye health among 
Hispanics/Latinos and to assist health 
professionals and community health 
workers in educating them about vision 
health. 
Key program messages: 

Hispanics/Latinos are at higher risk for
some eye diseases, many of which 
have no early warning signs or 
symptoms. 
Early detection, treatment, and 
appropriate followup may prevent 
vision loss or blindness. 



NEHEP Partnership Composition  

 

 

             

Professionals 

29% 

Government 

18% 

Voluntary/nonprofit 

53% 
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NEHEP Partnership  
Roles 

Participate in NEHEP activities.  
Facilitate coordination of activities 
and promote collaboration. 
Endorse strategies and activities.  
Exchange information, views, and 
materials on eye health education.  
Assist NEHEP in efforts to inform 
groups at higher risk.  
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NEHEP Partnership  
Benefits 

Active involvement in the 
development of evidence-based 
eye health education activities. 
Implementation of evidence-
based eye health education 
activities. 
Opportunity to exchange 
information and interact with 
other organizations interested 
in eye health education. 
FREE eye health education 
materials and resources.  
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NEHEP Partnership  
Accomplishments 

New Partnership organizations  

Partnership articles in every issue 
of Outlook 
NEHEP “likes” and “follows” on 
Partnership social media pages 
Collaborations  



NEHEP Partnership  
Sample Collaborations 
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NEHEP Partnership  
Online Survey 

Those that see the benefit (93%) 
Relationship could improve through periodic meetings (electronic) and 
information shared through the NEHEP Website.  

Those that visit the NEHEP Website monthly (82%) 
Organizations seek educational materials and resources (71%). 

NEHEP areas supported by Partnership organizations 
Diabetic Eye Disease (59%).  
Glaucoma (53%).  
Low Vision (44%).  
Vision and Aging (38%). 

Target audiences served 
Older adults (56%). 
Hispanics/Latinos (53%). 
Healthcare professionals (50%). 
Adults with low vision (50%). 
African Americans (47%).  
Children (44%).  

Collaborations 
Partner with NEHEP on health education and promotional activities (91%). 
Help promote NEHEP programs and resources (91%). 
Help pretest NEHEP materials (68%). 
Co-author articles and papers with NEHEP (68%). 
Co-present at national-level conferences on health education and promotional 
activities (65%). 
Co-sponsor webinars (62%). 
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What’s New 

NEHEP Partnership 
Web button 

Put it on your 
website!!   

Collaboration Corner 

Coming soon:             
A Partnership-only 
section on the 
NEHEP Website 
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NEHEP Website 
www.nei.nih.gov/nehep 

Educational resources and ideas 
on how to use them in the 
community 
Radio and print PSAs  
Outlook newsletter  
Guide to working with media 
Eye health education research 
Webinar archives  
NEHEP Partnership information 
Links to resources 

http://www.nei.nih.gov/nehep
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Resources 
Materials for Healthcare Professionals and Community Health Workers 

Diabetes and Healthy Eyes Toolkit 
Provides community health workers with science-based, user-friendly 
materials that can be used to teach people about diabetic eye disease. 
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Program Resources 
Materials for Populations at Higher Risk  

Watch out for your vision! and 
Visión Saludable booklets 

Provide information on eye health, 
including:  

Age-related macular degeneration 
Cataract 
Common vision problems 
Comprehensive dilated eye 
examinations 
Diabetic eye disease 
Glaucoma 
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Keep Vision in Your Future: 
Glaucoma Toolkit 

Provides health professionals, 
health educators, and community 
health workers with everything 
they need to give a presentation 
to people in their community 
about glaucoma and how to 
protect their sight.   



 


See Well for a Lifetime Toolkit 

For health professionals in 
community-based settings 
serving older adults  



Medicare Benefits Card  



•

•

•

•

•

 

Low Vision DVD—Coming Soon!  
For eye care professionals to promote referral for vision 
rehabilitation services 
For people with low vision and family and friends 

Maintain independence and quality of life  
Find assistive devices and vision rehabilitation services   
Know where to seek help 
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Eye Health Resources 
http://catalog.nei.nih.gov  

Variety of resources, 
brochures, public service   
announcements (PSAs),  
teaching tools, stickers,          
e-cards, and more  

 

Diabetic eye disease  
General eye health 
Glaucoma 
Low vision 
Occupational eye safety 
Sports eye safety 
Vision and aging 

http://catalog.nei.nih.gov
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Public Education Website 
http://www.nei.nih.gov/healthyeyes 

Includes information on the following:  
Age-related eye diseases 
Common vision problems 
Comprehensive dilated eye examinations  
Diabetic eye disease 
Educational resources  
Financial assistance 
Glaucoma 
Low vision 
Tips for finding a doctor 
Tips for healthy eyes 

http://www.nei.nih.gov/healthyeyes


Webinars 
http://www.nei.nih.gov/nehep/webinars 

What people with diabetes know about 
their eyes: Results from nationwide 
focus groups 

Eye health knowledge and information 
preferences of people at risk for 
glaucoma: Results of nationwide focus 
groups 

http://www.nei.nih.gov/nehep/webinars


Widget and YouTube Videos  

Publish the NEHEP widget on your website. 
To download the code, go to 
http://www.nei.nih.gov/healthyeyestoolkit/widget.asp 

Share NEHEP YouTube videos. 
http://www.nei.nih.gov/videos  

http://www.nei.nih.gov/healthyeyestoolkit/widget.asp
http://www.nei.nih.gov/videos


http://www.facebook.com/#!/NationalEyeHealthEducationProgram
http://twitter.com/NEHEP/
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11.1% 

11.1% 

Organization website 



 What can we do for you?



 
 

 

Thank you for participating in today’s Webinar! 

To share your activities, send us collaborations, or discuss new 
outreach opportunities, please contact— 

Neyal J. Ammary-Risch, M.P.H., MCHES 
Tel: 301–496–5248 
ammaryn@nei.nih.gov 

mailto:ammaryn@nei.nih.gov
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